Qatar triumphs
iNtoughrace
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ByKirstie Graham
THE Qatar endurance
team dominated the first
CEF**160kmride heldin
Scotland, taking the top
fivespotsastheonly
completers fromaninitial
field of nine.
HadiNasser AlRamzani
onlman IndiDe Guelou
and Philippe Tomason
KefrayaJais approached
thefinish together, some
15minahead of the rest of
thefield. Therewas adelay
aseachtriedtoencourage
theothertocrosstheline
first—the oppositeofa
“racetotheline”.
Eventually, Hadi Nasser
AlRamzanicrosseda
fraction ahead for first
place, with Philippe Tomas
taking second.

“Theyarebothcrazyto
win, but alsocrazy about
eachather,” crewmember
Sian Jones explained of the
gallant finish.“They are
best friends and each
wanted the othertowin”

Thiswas Scotland’s first
experience of runningan
international competition
atthislevel. Heavy rainin
the preceding week had
takenitstollonsome
tracks, necessitating last-
minute route changes.

Thewinning speedwas
14.25kph.

“Thiswas quite aslow
race forus,”said Hadi
Nasser AlRamzani.“The
track was deep, sowe
couldn'ttravel fast. | would
sayitwasatoughtrack”

The Qatar endurance
teamhave been based at
Philippe Tomas'yard near
Toulouse, France, for the
past four monthsand had
their sightssetonthe
CEM**inCompiégneon
23-24 August.

The 160km national

Sarah Norris and her fell pony
are solo finishers_. in the dark
class was won by afell
pony, Southolme Blossom,
ridden by SarahNorris
fromNaimin the

the inaugural 160km

Highlands, at 1049kph.
Sarahand her13.1hhmare
werethe only finishers
from the initial field of
three, completing the last
two sections ofthe course
soloand,asthe dark setin,
withaheadtorch.

“The vets were amazed
with'Maddie' asthende
progressed — shewasso
consistentwith her
presentations, getting Afor
her trot-up everytime”
said Sarah.

“When | boughtheraged
sevenshewas obese; at 13
yearsoldshehasdone
everything forme —the
GoldenHorseshoe, the
Red Dragon andnow 100
milesinaday. | plantoput
herin-foalaslhave tokeep
her bloodline going, sheis
such aphenomenal
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